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Bales to
open human
trafficking
conference
Kevin Bales, one of the world’s
leading experts on modern slavery
and child prostitution, will open a
first-of-its-kind conference at UNL
focusing on human trafficking.
Bales’ speech — the opening event of UNL’s inaugural
Interdisciplinary Conference on
Human Trafficking — is at 7:30
p.m. Oct. 29 in the Centennial
Room at the Nebraska Union. The
speech is free and open to the public.
The Oct. 29-31 conference
was organized by six members of
the UNL faculty — Dwayne Ball,
marketing; Ron Hampton, marketing; Sriyani Tidball, journalism;
Joy Panigabutra-Roberts, libraries
and women and gender studies;
Josephine Potuto, law; and Donna
Akers, history.
The conference will be an interactive forum designed for sharing
research results, ideas and interests
in studying human trafficking,
For more information, go to
http://conferences.unl.edu/trafficking.

Women and
Gender Studies
lecture Oct. 29
The Women’s and Gender
Studies program is hosting a lecture
by Leslie Wolf at 3:30 p.m. Oct.
29 in the Nebraska Union (room
posted). The lecture, “‘Lifting as We
Climb’: Global Feminist Revolution
for Women’s Human Rights,” is free
and open to the public.
Wolf will discuss the intersection of feminism and human
rights movements. The lecture is
the second event in the Fall 2009
Colloquium Series.

Art, research covered

The cover of the October
issue of the National
Geological
Society
of
America’s Geology magazine featured the art of Angie
Fox in relation to a story
about the UNL-led ANDRILL
research project.
Fox is the scientific illustrator for the University of
Nebraska State Museum.
The cover art is from a
National Science Foundationfunded education project led
by Judy Diamond, professor
for the museum. The education project includes the
ANDRILL posters that have
been on display in Morrill
and Bessey halls.
The ANDRILL story in
the magazine featured the
recent discovery of an unexecpted warm period 15.7 million years ago in Antartica.
The story also ran in the Oct.
15 issue of the Scarlet.

Brett Hampton|IANR News Service

School of Natural Resources graduate student Amy Williams examines a piece of otter scat along the Platte River.

Researchers hope poop project gets
to bottom of river otter questions
By Lori McGinnis
IANR News Service

UNL researchers are using a novel
approach to get the poop on one of the state’s
most reclusive species.
They want to know more about river otters,
threatened nocturnal mammals that live along
Nebraska’s river basins. Because the animals
are so difficult to trap and study, researchers in
the School of Natural Resources as well as the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission have
turned to an alternate means of study — collecting their scat.
“This technology has never been applied
with river otters in Nebraska and it could be a
very powerful tool to aid in the learning of rare
species,” said Craig Allen,
leader of the Nebraska
Cooperative Fish and
Wildlife Research Unit
within the School of
Natural Resources and
primary investigator on
the project.
Fourteen
people
climbed aboard 11 kayaks and canoes on the
Allen
Platte River near Alda
and Wood River in late
September and early October near Gibbon to
look for otter poop, knowing that the animals
“use communal latrines” and leave droppings
containing fish scales at outcroppings and the
points of a sandbar.
“We found nearly 300 poop piles,” Allen
said.
Each pile was individually bagged and will
be sent to an out-of-state laboratory for analysis. Allen hopes for results next spring.
For nearly four years Allen has been leading the effort to learn more about the otters,
such as their numbers, where they live, how
they use their habitat and survival rates. They
started the project by setting traps, but that
has only resulted in the capture of 18, which
were surgically implanted with radio transmitters and released.
This method is useful for tracking otters
but is not useful for estimating the size of the
population, he said. Other problems with this
method are that too few otters can be tracked,
the range of the transmitters is only about
one-fourth mile, and the transmitter batteries
burn out in about 600 days. Of the 18 otters
surgically implanted, only six have transmitters that still can be tracked.
Sam Wilson of Wayne, one of Allen’s graduate students who is writing his master’s thesis
about the river otters, came up with the idea
to collect droppings. As program manager

(From left) Scott Taylor and Ashley Pella, both of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, and
Amy Williams, graduate student in the School of Natural Resources, canoe down the Platte River
in search of otter droppings.
for the Nebraska Game and Parks’ non-game
mammal and fur-bearing program, Wilson
had collected the scat of mountain lions in the
Pine Ridge region in northwestern Nebraska
for DNA analysis.
Collecting the droppings is effective
because each animal has its own genetic
imprint in its scat, allowing researchers to
determine how many otters put down those
nearly 300 piles.
“You can get a lot of information” from
the poop,” Wilson said. “You can determine
the lineage of the animal. It can tell you if one
is related to another one found 10 miles away.”
Game and Parks will use the information
gathered to develop a management plan for
the river otters to ensure their population is
secure, Wilson said.
Amy Williams of suburban Seattle, another of Allen’s graduate students, is working with
the data collected from the project. Williams
has worked with otters while volunteering at
the Seattle Aquarium and says her passion
is conservation of threatened or endangered
species.
“Otters are very charismatic and playful but when you get them in a trap they’re
vicious,” she said. “They have no native predators other than humans because nothing
wants to mess with them.”
Williams has been studying the movements of the otters since 2008, living her
first six months in Nebraska in a field house
near Wood River. The DNA collected through

the droppings, she said, will help determine
population estimates and ultimately result in
more informed management decisions for the
species.
The interest in the otters rests in the fact
that they became extinct in the early 1900s
in Nebraska due to fur trappers and other
unknown reasons. Game and Parks reintroduced 159 otters in 1986 in six of the state’s
13 major water basins, yet they remain a statethreatened species.
Wildlife researchers want to know how
well the otters have been able to repopulate
themselves, but the reclusive nature of the
animals has made that hard to determine,
Allen said.
Researchers have studied paths made in
the snow by the otters and carcasses from
road kills and accidental trappings have been
analyzed, but those means don’t indicate how
many exist.
“We’re left in a situation where we know
there are otters but have no idea how many
there are and no management plan for them,”
Allen said. “We know little about them except
that they’re out there.”
The research team planned to attempt to
trap more otters near Gibbon and scheduled
another collection of scat in October. If successful, the poop project can be used for other
rare species, he said.
“This is cutting-edge technology that is
very much in its infancy stage,” Allen said.

News briefs
OASIS hosts Day of the
Dead event Nov. 2

A Day of the Dead celebration, sponsored by OASIS, is 6 to 8
p.m. Nov. 2 in the Nebraska Union
Ballroom. The event features the
musical group Y de Cajon and the
play “Frida Behind the Mirror.” The
event is free and open to the public.

UNOPA meeting, awards
ceremony Nov. 10

The University of Nebraska
Office Professionals Association will
hold a general meeting and Floyd S.
Oldt Awards luncheon from 11:45
a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 10 in the East
Union.
Jack Oliva, dean of the HixonLied College of Fine and Performing
Arts, will be the speaker. The Floyd
S. Oldt Outstanding Staff, Silver Pen
and Boss of the Year awards will be
presented.
Registration deadline is Nov. 5.

For more information, go to http://
unopa.unl.edu.

Free financial counseling
available in November

Free one-on-one financial
counseling sessions will be offered
to faculty and staff in November.
TIAA-CREF sessions will be at
the Wick Alumni Center Library on
Nov. 5 and 20 and at the Nebraska
Union (room posted) on Nov. 12
and 18. Sign up by calling 1-800732-8353 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
After hours messages can be left at
1-866-842-2908, ext. 0.
A Fidelity consultant will be at
the Nebraska Union on Nov. 2 and
11, and at the East Union on Nov.
16 and 23 (room posted at both
sites). Sign up by calling 1-800-6427131.
For more information, contact
Ethel Beetley at ebeetley1@unl.edu
or 472-0937.

Visitors guide available

The 2009-2010 UNL Visitor
Guides are available for campus
departments to use with visitors,
prospective students, faculty and
staff, and for conference attendees.
For more information, contact Ken
Reining at kreining2@unl.edu or
472-7029.

EAP is forming group
for women

The Employee Assistance
Program is forming a group for
faculty and staff designed to help
women in the area of personal wellbeing.
This group will provide participants with an opportunity to network with other women on campus, develop resources, and create a
social network to promote wellness.
Areas of discussion for the group
may include women’s wellness, personal identity, careers, relationships,

parenting, and exercise. For more
information, contact EAP at 4723107.

Campus Rec offers
CPR, AED training

An American Red Crosscertified adult CPR and automatic
external defibrillator training session will be offered from 5 to 7:30
p.m. Nov. 2 at the Campus Rec
Center.
Individuals who complete
the training will receive oneyear American Red Cross certificate. Cost is $20 for students and
Campus Rec members, and $30 for
the general public. Register online
at http://crec.unl.edu or call 4723467.

Discount offered on
personal training options

Campus Recreation will offer a
personal training sale from Nov. 2

to 13. Packages offered include PT
Starter and PT Starter Plus. Both
packages include a complete fitness
assessment, nutrition consultation
and a one-hour workout with a
personal trainer.
The PT Starter Plus packages
includes a resting metabolic rate
test.
Register at the Campus Rec
Center or East Campus Activities
Building.
For more information, go to
http://crec.unl.edu or call 472-3467.

ARDC research highlights
available online

A new online publication is
showcasing the scope and diversity of research projects at UNL’s
Agricultural
Research
and
Development Center near Mead.
The ARDC publication is available for review at http://ardc.unl.
edu.

